Mylapore Club Bridge Camp (Summer 2009)


What are conventions?
Conventions are artificial tools that describe specific holdings, or perhaps ask partner to describe her hand. These bids are alertable. This week, we will discuss the following conventions:
· Jacoby transfers

· Texas transfers

· Michael’s cue-bid
· Landy
· Unusual 2 NT
· Grand slam force
What is a transfer bid?

A transfer bid conventionally asks partner to bid the next higher suit. For example, a bid of 2D asks partner to bid 2H. Transfer bids are usually used when there is a 1N or 2N opening bid. A Jacoby transfer is a bid at the cheapest level after partner has opened 1N or 2N, asking partner to bid the next higher suit. For example, 1N-P(opps)-2D asks opener to bid 2H. The bid of 2D shows a hand with 5+ hearts and gives responder another chance to describe his hand further. The main idea behind the transfer is to allow opener (the strong hand) to play the hand. This permits the lead to come up to the strong hand rather than through it. The Jacoby transfer is as follows:
· After a 1N opening
· 2♦ is a transfer to 2♥ and shows 5+ ♥s

· 2♥ is a transfer to 2♠ and shows 5+ ♠s

· 2♠ is a transfer to 3♣ and usually shows 6+ ♣ s

· 2N is a transfer to 3♦ and usually shows 6+ ♦ s

· 2♣ is still stayman

· Note that opener is forced to accept the transfer. No other bid by opener is acceptable. “Super-accepts” are possible, but we won’t discuss them now.
· After opener accepts the transfer, responder can
· Pass to show a weak hand (0-7 hcp) with 5+ in a major or 6+ in a minor. Again the idea is that playing in a suit will allow the weak hand to take tricks
· Bid a new suit – this is natural and game forcing, e.g.:1N-2H-2S-3C (shows 5+♠, 4+♣)
· Raise to invite with 6 cards, e.g.: 1N-2D-2H-3H

· Bid 2N to invite with 5 cards, e.g.: 1N-2D-2H-2N

· Jump to 3n after a major suit transfer to give opener a choice of games (3N/4M)
· If you are playing this system, note that 2N is no longer a natural invite. Therefore, if you want to make a natural invite (8-9 balanced), you are forced to begin with 2♣. Therefore, the 2♣ bid comes with the additional constraint that it may not show a 4 card major. Example: 1N-2C-2H-2N. Earlier, this 2N bid showed 8-9 hcp and 4 carder ♠. However, when playing Jacoby transfers, this 2N bid is simply 8-9 balanced. It may or may not have 4 ♠. Also, earlier, to sign off in ♣s, we were forced to bid 2♣ and then rebid 3♣ over partner’s response. Now, the way to sign off is to bid 2♠ and pass partner’s 3♣ response.
· Major suit transfers also apply over 2N, but minor suit transfers do not
· 2N-3♦ is a transfer to 3♥
· 2N-3♥ is a transfer to 3♠
· 2N-3♣ is still stayman

· 2N-3♠ can be played as a slam try with both minors. Opener bids 3N with no interest and bids 4 of a minor with interest and 4+ cards

· Texas transfers are major suit transfers at the 4 level after an opening of 1N or 2N

· 1N-4♦ = Transfer to 4♥
· 1N-4♥ = Transfer to 4♠
· 2N-4♦ = Transfer to 4♥
· 2N-4♥ = Transfer to 4♠
What is a Michael’s cue-bid?
When opponents open 1 of a suit, the cue-bid (2 of opponent’s suit) can be put to good use. There is no sense in playing this as natural since an opponent has already bid this suit. Initially, the cue-bid was played as a hand with immense strength and shortness in the opponent’s suit. However, since a take-out double followed by some strong bid will also show this type of hand, this bid can be put to more efficient use. Enter Michael’s cue-bid. This bid conventionally shows 2 other suits (at least 5-5) as follows:
· After a 1 of a minor opening, an overcall in 2 of the same minor shows both major suits. E.g.: 1♣(RHO)-2♣(you) = at least 5-5 in the majors
· After a 1 of a major opening, an overcall in 2 of the same major shows the unbid major suit along with one of the minor suits. E.g.: 1♥(RHO)-2♥(you) = at least 5-5 in ♠s and either minor 

· This bid is typically played as strong OR weak (NOT intermediate). What this means is that the bid can be made with hands in the 5-9 hcp range or in the 16+ hcp range. With a  hand in the 10-15 hcp range, prefer to make a simple overcall. The benefit of playing weak or strong is that the strength is well defined by the cue-bidder’s next action. Passing the response usually shows the weak hand and bidding again shows the strong hand
· Note that suit quality, rather than high card strength is the critical question when making 2 suited overcalls. The suits should be robust enough to allow play in a 5-2 fit at the 3 level
· The responses to a Michael’s cue-bid are as follows:
· After 1♣-2♣(partner)-pass or 1♦-2♦(partner)-pass

· 2M = to play, weak hand

· 3M/4M = pre-emptive

· 2N = good hand with fit for at least 1 Major, invite to game, forcing

· After 1♥-2♥(partner)-pass or 1♠-2♠(partner)-pass

· 2♠(over 2♥) or 3♥(over 2♠) = to play, not a great hand

· Jump in major = pre-emptive

· 2N = good hand with fit for major or both minors, initially asks partner to bid his minor suit

· 3♣ = Pass or correct to 3♦ (if overcaller’s suit is ♦)

What is the Unusual No Trump?

Similar to the Michael’s cue-bid, the Unusual No-Trump is also a 2-suited overcall. In most cases, it shows the 2 lower unbid suits (5-5 or better). For example, 1♥(RHO) – 2N(you) shows 5-5 in the minor suits. Over a minor suit, the overcall shows ♥ and the other minor. E.g.: 1♣(RHO)-2N shows 5-5 in ♥ and ♦. Similar to the Michael’s cue-bid this bid is played as weak or strong. Again, suit quality is critical when making such overcalls. Bidding 3 of the one of the suits shown by the overcaller is a weak action. All other actions by advancer show interest in game or are pre-emptive. For example, 1♠(LHO)-2N(pd)-P-4♣ = preemptive. To make a game try in either minor in this sequence, advancer can bid 3♠. Discuss follow-ups with your partner. Note that this bid also applies over an opening of 1N. 1N (RHO)-2N(you) = shows both minors
What is the Landy convention?

After an opening bid of 1N, it is often critical to compete. However, this is easier said than done because the opening not only takes up a lot of room, but also shows a very strong hand. When competing, a degree of safety is required. Here is where 2 suited conventions have come into vogue. Having 2 suits as the overcaller allows partner to choose the better suit and provides the degree of safety we are looking for. The Landy convention is a bid of 2♣ after an opening 1N bid by either opponent and shows 5-4 or better in the majors. Example: 1N (RHO)-2♣(you) = 5-4 (either way) in ♥, ♠. Responder can sign off in 2♥/2♠ or bid 2N to show interest in game in one of the majors. To bid ♣s naturally, you will have to bid 3♣. However, this is well worth the sacrifice because hands with both majors enable you to obstruct or bid constructively over the opponents’ strong No Trump. If you are adopting the Landy convention, your overcall structure over an opposing 1N is as follows:
· X = slightly better hand than a 1N opening, with good trick-taking prospects

· 2♣ = Landy, shows both majors

· 2♦/2♥/2♠/3♣ = Natural, fair hand with good suit

· 2N = Both minors

· 3♦/3♥/3♠ = Natural preemptive

You can also look up “Cappelletti”, “Woolsey” and “DONT”, which are 3 other popular systems for intervening over the opponent’s no trump.

What is the Grand Slam force?

The Grand Slam force is a bid that was invented specifically to find out about top honors in the trump suit. Let’s say you know enough about a hand that you definitely want to be in slam. Your only worry is in the trump suit. Your trump holding is KJxxx. Your partner has promised 4 trumps. If your partner has only the Q or A, you want to be in the little slam. Whereas, if your partner has both, you want to be in the grand slam. This information may be difficult to come by via Blackwood for some reason (say you have a void for example). The Grand Slam Force is a bid of 5N and asks partner to bid 7 of the agreed trump suit with 2 of the top 3 cards in that suit. With 0 or 1, partner simply signs off in 6 of the suit. Note that the Grand slam force only applies when Blackwood has NOT been bid earlier. After Blackwood, 5N is always a King ask. Example: You hold S Kx H Axxx D AKQxxxx C void. Your partner opens 3♠ as dealer, vulnerable. Going slow may not get you anywhere. Bid 5N, grand slam force. Partner, looking at AQ to 7 ♠s will bid 7♠ or sign off in 6 missing the A or Q. If partner has opened 3♠ missing both, it’s probably time to find another partner (.
